
 

 

 Dear Parent/Guardian,  

We are looking forward to welcoming all our learners for the 2020/21 Academic Year. 

Every one of them will be learning valuable and practical skills at Oldham College – and they have made 

the right choice in joining us. These are exactly the capabilities that our country needs as part of the skills-

led recovery, and for jobs in the future economy.  

This is a very good College with excellent tutors and high-quality support for learners. We have won 

national recognition for both, and are shortlisted for “FE College of the Year” in the TES national awards, 

with the result due in October.    

Our staff are very ambitious for Oldham College, for our town, and for all our learners.  

Our aim is to be “The Best Place to Learn and Work” and we are constantly striving to improve. You will 

see a new Construction Centre is being built on campus and, in October, we will be adding the former UTC 

building on Middleton Road to our facilities.  

We are also continuing to invest in the skills of our tutors and assessors, support staff and managers 

because we want all our learners to excel in their future careers and lives.    

We never shirk a challenge. We try to find positive solutions to every situation and want all our learners to 

adopt the same philosophy.  

Although 2020 will always be remembered as a difficult year, we are absolutely determined that it should 

not stop our learners from doing well, and we will be delivering an excellent education experience.  

The start of the Autumn Term is always an exciting time but this year we know you will also have lots of 

questions due to the Coronavirus pandemic.  

This letter explains the approach we’re taking to deal with all those issues. We have worked hard to cater 

for everyone by providing a full curriculum, comprehensive safety measures, plus all the support and 

flexible options for learners who need or want them.  

1) Our Safety Measures and Procedures   

Learners will not start their curriculum straight away  

 In the first week (7th September onwards) they will have an induction. This includes visiting college 

when we will explain the rules and approach we are taking.  

 Full lessons will begin the following week – from 14th September onwards.  

 



Learners are being grouped into “bubbles”. Each bubble will have all their lessons in one building and, 

where possible, these are timetabled to reduce the amount of time learners are on campus. In most areas, 

social distancing of two-metres will be in operation. In classrooms and some workshops, this will be one-

metre social distancing within learners’ bubbles. 

Learners who have any Coronavirus symptoms must not come into college. They should immediately 

get a test and inform their tutor as soon as possible.  

All learners will be designated a specific building – which they will not leave during the day – with a 

separate entrance. All arrivals and exit will be supervised. All entrances and buildings will be colour-coded.  

Learners will sanitise their hands on arrival and be directed, through a one-way system, to the room 

where their lessons will take place. All rooms are cleaned between uses and tutors will also have a two-

metre “teacher zone”. Hands will be sanitised at the beginning and end of every lesson. Equipment will 

not be shared, unless it is technical equipment, in which case it will be disinfected between uses.  

Face coverings will be worn in all communal areas of the College. There may also be occasions where 

they are worn in lessons: if the tutor regards this as necessary and it does not impede learning.  

Each building will have designated toilets with maximum occupancy numbers at any one time. These will 

be cleaned regularly, and will have soap and hot water for handwashing.  

Cleaning will take place in all classrooms and workshops between uses. All communal areas will be 

cleaned regularly during the day, especially any areas that people touch (like doors, lift buttons and 

handrails). We also have antiviral fogging machines to disinfect areas where necessary.   

Food and water provision will see bottled water available in all our classrooms. Many learners will not 

need to be on site during lunchtime, due to how we have timetabled lessons. Those who do need lunch, or 

have their lunches funded through the bursary, will have these delivered to their classroom. In the 

mornings, a light breakfast will be provided at designated points in each building. Learners who wish to 

bring their own food and water may do so, but they are reminded to clean up and help us to keep buildings 

tidy.  

2) Teaching and Learning  

We plan to deliver most of our lessons face-to-face. However, some lessons are fully online, and all 

lessons can be delivered online, if necessary: either through live streaming or recording. We also have a 

considerable supply of laptops for those who do not have their own. All this means that we can offer a lot of 

flexibility in how we teach and learn this year.  

(a) English and maths will be delivered online for the first half term for most learners. We have high-

quality learning materials and excellent tutors who will provide intensive face-to-face lessons for 

those learners taking November resits.  

(b) If health advice changes at any point during the year, we can shift to partial or full remote learning, 

without disrupting the progress of learners.   

(c) Any learner who is anxious, or wants to engage in face-to-face lessons more gradually, can discuss 

this with our Safeguarding Team. Where possible, and subject to some rules about online 

attendance and performance, they may be able to learn at home for some or all of the time.  

3) Safeguarding and Support  

We have an excellent Safeguarding Team plus superb learning support available.  
 
If you have any concerns about individual learners and their welfare, you should contact them on 0161 785 
5555 or email rebecca.hirst@oldham.ac.uk 
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4) Following the Rules  
 

We recognise that this is not an easy time for anybody at Oldham College.  

We also understand that different people view Coronavirus differently, and have different attitudes to the 

rules and restrictions. However, the campus is a shared space and we have a very diverse intake of 

learners. Most are young people, but some are adults, and some also have special needs, including health 

conditions. We also have to look after our dedicated staff, who are human beings just like everyone else.  

 

This all means that: 

When learners are on our site, they must keep to the rules. This is important for their own sake and 

for the safety and security of everyone else. 

We will be strict about anyone breaking the rules, especially if it is intentional.   

All learners will receive a copy of the “Safe College Rules” and tutors will explain these in detail during 

induction. There will also be clear and visible signage around all buildings about the rules on hygiene, 

social distancing and face coverings.  

We will have a hotline available so that any staff or learners can tell us if they think our rules are not 

working, or need to be improved.  

By the end of next week, our risk assessment will be published on the Oldham College website at 

oldham.ac.uk   

If you have any further concerns please take these up, in the first instance, with the Safeguarding Team 

(See Section 3 – above – for contact details).  

I hope that this all helps to reassure you that this will be a safe, successful year for all learners enrolled at 

Oldham College.  

We welcome any feedback and are looking forward to working together with you to ensure that every 

learner is able to prosper and to enjoy a fantastic education experience with us.  

Best wishes  

 

Alun Francis  

Principal and Chief Executive 

Oldham College   


