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CORONAVIRUS | IMPORTANT UPDATES FROM OLDHAM COLLEGE  
 

Dear Parents, Carers and Guardians,   
 
I AM WRITING to update you on important information about Oldham College’s switch to online 
learning for all students, which started today (Monday, March 23).   
 
Firstly, I would urge you to keep checking our dedicated Coronavirus webpage at 
www.oldham.ac.uk/corona for daily updates and information throughout this period. You might also 
want to follow our Social Media channels on Facebook and Twitter.  
 
I am writing to stress to you how incredibly important it is that all students continue to work hard from 
home now: whatever they may be studying.  
 
Our message, put simply, is that IT’S NOT TIME TO SLOW DOWN. 
 
EXAMS AND ASSESSMENTS FOR ALL LEARNERS – WHAT HAPPENS NOW?  
 
AS YOU MAY know, the Government has confirmed that all exams due to take place in May/June have 
now been cancelled, including GCSEs. This means it’s now absolutely VITAL that all our students 
continue to work hard. 
 
All lessons are now taking place online as per students’ normal timetable and tutors will guide them 
through all assignments and assessments as normal. Absence from these will be treated in the same way 
that absence from a classroom-based lesson would be.   
 
The Government’s priority is to ensure that students can move on as planned to the next stage of their 
lives in autumn – whether that is going into employment, starting college or university, or an 
apprenticeship. This means ensuring that GCSE students are awarded a grade that fairly reflects the work 
that they have put in.  
 
To produce this grade, teachers will take into account a range of evidence and data including 
performance on mock exams and non-exam assessment.  
 

http://www.oldham.ac.uk/corona


Exam boards will combine this information with other relevant data – including prior attainment – and 
use it to produce a calculated grade for each student, which will be a best assessment of the work 
they’ve put in.  
 
Exam boards will ask our tutors to submit their judgement about the grade they believe each student 
would have received if exams had gone ahead. They aim to provide calculated grades to all students 
before the end of July.  
 
Grades will be awarded in exactly the same way as in previous years so that no student faces any 
disadvantage from the disruption caused by Coronavirus.  
 
It’s also likely that Government will allow FURTHER tutor assessments to take place that can be included 
in working out grades, so students need to understand that hard work now can still influence their final 
grades.  
 
This also means anyone who did not do well in mock exams can use these further assessments to push 
grades up to their best potential outcome. 
 
Any learners who do not get the grade they think they deserve will also get an option to sit the 
examination in September. 
 
The Government has not yet provided detail about how learners doing apprenticeships and vocational 
qualifications will be assessed, but the same principles – to keep working hard and influence the final 
outcome – also apply to them.  
 
University Campus Oldham has now also received information from partnership institutions on 
changes to their assessments. All UCO students will be sent full updates setting out their specific 
assessment arrangements very soon.  
 
ADDITIONAL LEARNING SUPPORT STUDENTS  
 
FINALLY, I want to highlight what we’re doing to help students who access learning support.  
 
Learners with SEND and with an EHCP in place will get direct communication on a daily basis from 
Oldham College support staff in the Additional Learning Support (ALS) team when additional help is 
needed. This will be carried out remotely either through Google Classroom, College email or by phone 
with an ALS staff member.  
 
Support Staff can provide any required additional support for learning, and help with the completion of 
tasks and assignment work.   
 
Deaf learners who usually have support in the College with communication and language will already be 
members of the College Deaf Club on Facebook.  Direct access to their Communication Support Worker 
(CSW) will be made available on a regular basis and learners should access this through their Deaf Club 
membership.  
 



Support Staff will also be in contact with Progress Tutors and Programme Leaders both daily and when 
required.  
 
Parents of students with SEND or EHCP`s can email our dedicated email address with questions or 
queries at any time – ehcinfo@oldham.ac.uk  
 
WITH YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY  
 
DAILY UPDATES and contact details for each key Oldham College department are available round the 
clock at www.oldham.ac.uk/corona 
 
We’ve worked hard to put a comprehensive support package in place to give each and every learner 
the best possible chance to get the grade they deserve – and we want you to know that we’re with 
you every step of the way.   
 
We do not want a single Oldham College or UCO learner to be look back on this period in the future 
and regret that they didn’t put enough effort into completing their studies.  
 
As parents, carers or guardians, we urge YOU to check that students are continuing to work hard, and 
make sure they understand: IT’S NOT TIME TO SLOW DOWN.  
 
Together we WILL beat Coronavirus and minimise the impact on students’ future.  
 
Thank you – and take care.  
 

 
 
Alun Francis 
Principal & Chief Executive  
Oldham College  
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